Abstract: After decades of strict pollution control and municipal sewage treatment, the water quality of the Tanshui River increased significantly after pollution mitigation as indicated by the River Pollution Index (RPI). The pollution level of the estuarine region decreased from severe pollution to mostly moderately impaired. The most polluted waters are presently restricted to a flow track length between 15-35 km relative to the river mouth. From July 2011 to September 2012, four surveys of fish and benthic macroinvertebrates were conducted at 45 sampling sites around the Tanshui River basin. The pollution level of all the study area indicated by the RPI could also be explained by the Family Biotic Index (FBI) and Biotic Index (BI) from the benthic macroinvertebrate community, and the Index of Biotic Integrity (IBI) of the fish community. The result of canonical correlation analysis
between aquatic environmental factors and community structure indicated that the community structure was closely related to the level of water pollution. Fish species richness in the estuarine area has increased significantly in recent years. Some catadromous fish and crustaceans could cross the moderate polluted water into the upstream freshwater, and have re-colonized their populations. The benthic macroinvertebrate community relying on the benthic substrate of the estuarine region is still very poor, and the water layer was still moderately polluted.
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Introduction
The Tanshui River is fed by two major branches at Hua-Jiang bridge, the Xindian River and Dahan River; near the river mouth, another branch, Keelung River, converges at Gwndwu. Including the Jingmei River (a branch of the Xindian River), the lower part of Tanshui River basin flows through all the Greater Taipei urban region, which is inhabited by 7 million people. The Keelung River, Xindian River and Dahan River have been the key freshwater sources for city development since time immemorial. In 1970s, the lower part of Tanshui River was seriously impaired because of quick urbanization, industrialization, and human population growth [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] . The most deleterious pollution sources were upstream coal mining and sewage discharge by the aggregation of villages along the riverside. The coal mining sites were scattered in the mountain range around the Greater Taipei basin. Along the Keelung River, the mining distribution ranged from Rwei-Fang to Xi-Zhi (sites K7-K10 in Figure 1 ). San-Xia township to near the Dahan River (site D5 in Figure 1) , and there was a major mining site at Hai-Shan. Mining also could be found at the Jingmei and Xindian area, and the Shih-Dieng mining site (Jingmei River; site J4 in Figure 1 ) and An-Keng mining site (Xindian River; site X3 in Figure 1 ) were two spots near the river. The scale of mining decreased after 1984, because of a serious mining disaster that killed hundreds of people. After the 1980s, water pollution was not eased and became more severe at the 1990s when the human population increased dramatically. Before 1990, river management mostly focused on the construction of protective embankments and took advantage of the riverbed above the high water line as publicly-owned land. Public land on the riverbanks was used as football fields, basketball fields, roads for cars and bikes, parking lots, etc. Between 1990 and 2000, truncation curved cut-off and canalization physically altered the Keelung River.
Specific water pollution regulation and sewage treatments were underway after 1990. The BaLee sewage treatment plant entered service in 1998. The Neihu sewage treatment plant has functioned since 2004. The Dihua primary treatment plant built in 1970, was upgraded to secondary treatment ability in 2006. The Neihu sewage treatment plant improved its denitrification ability in 2008. On site wetland primary treatment facilities were constructed on the riverbanks of the Xindian River and Dahan River from 2000 to 2010. According to the report on website of the Construction and Planning Agency, Minister of Interior, the sewage water treatment rate of Taipei City was near 100% in 2010 [6] .
The pollution mitigation of the Tanshui River was achieved by sewage treatment in recent years. According to the report on the website of the Taiwan Environmental Protection Agency, the water quality of Tanshui River is classified as lightly to moderately polluted in most area, rather than seriously polluted as at the beginning of 2010 [7] . The river pollution index (RPI) is a composite indicator of the chemical and physical properties of water, which is used by the Taiwanese Environmental Protection Administration (EPA) to evaluate the water quality (Table A1) . The water quality of Tanshui River in 2012 was much better than in 1990s as indicated by the RPI. The ecological improvement was still not understood by ecologists. Water quality or RPI could respond to specific wastewater treatment activities more quickly than the biological community. Aquatic organisms have different life stages with different habitat requirements, so short term aquatic environment improvements might not ensure their survival. The biotic community structure can be a more adequate indicator to interpret the long term effects of water quality improvement.
For livelihood water supplies, micro-organism content (total viable bacterial count (TVBC), coli-form group, mold and yeast count, Enterococcus and sulfur-oxidizing bacteria) are common items used to evaluate water quality. Including the micro-organisms, the assemblage of macrophytes, microalgae, invertebrates and fish has been used to monitor water quality in different aquatic ecosystems for different purposes in recent years [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] . The earliest biotic index of a saprobic system was developed about 100 years ago [20] [21] [22] , using invertebrates as indicators.
Biological indicators have long been used in ecological assessments of surface water quality by the U.S. EPA after the passage of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972. In 1991, the U.S. EPA issued a policy statement regarding -Use of Biological Assessments and Criteria in the Water Quality Program‖ [23] . In recent years, biological assessments by the U.S. EPA have emphasized more the biological integrity of aquatic systems rather than simple indicators [24] . The Water Framework Directive (WFD) of the European Union developed a series of practical assessment tools for water managers in 2006. For river eutrophication, macrophytes, phytoplankton and phytobenthos were the key biological groups to assess the impact of inorganic nutrient enrichment in river ecosystems [25] . For organic pollution in rivers, the WFD required the use of five biological elements to assess the impacts: macrophytes, phytoplankton, benthic algae, benthic invertebrates and fish. Among these five key biological elements, benthic algae and invertebrates were widely used as indicators in the EU. The assessment of water quality using bioindicators, in a first approach considered multimetric indices to incorporate into a single value different components of the biological community. The second approach was using multivariate statistical methods to uncover the patterns in taxonomical composition related to environmental variables [26] .
The algae community (phytoplankton and phytobenthos) structure is commonly used to evaluate the eutrophication and organic pollution of river and lakes in Taiwan. The most commonly used index was the Genera Index (GI) created by Wu [27] . The benthic invertebrate and fish assemblage are also in use to assess the pollution level of rivers. The Hissenhoff Family Biotic Index (FBI) [28] and Biotic Index (BI) [29] derived from benthic invertebrates are used as water quality indicators more frequently. The Index of Biotic Integrity (IBI) derived from fish assemblages and created by Karr [30] is also useful to study the effects of pollution on fish communities. Microorganisms and algae have short life cycles, so their community structure response to water quality in the short term could be a good indicator after short term pollution disturbances. Benthic invertebrates and fish with longer life cycles may more easily suffer from the water pollution that is prolonged for a long period. In the perspective of long term effects of pollution mitigation, we used the benthic invertebrate and fish community as the bio-indicators to evaluate the spatial variation of water quality of the Tanshui River basin in 2012. Multivariate statistical methods were employed to uncover the patterns in taxonomical composition related to the levels of water pollution.
Experimental Section

Basic Environmental Variables
From July 2011 to September 2012, four surveys (October 2011; January, April and July 2012) were conducted around the Tanshui River basin. We had 45 sampling sites in total-Xindian River with 10 sites (including four sites along the Jingmei River branch), Dahan River with 13 sites, Keelung River 11 sites, and Tanshui River with 11 sites (Figure 1 ).
Figure 1.
Tanshui River system and sampling site on each branch. T1-T11 for Tanshui River, K1-K11 for Keelung River, X1-X6 for Xindian River, J1-J4 for Jingmei River and D1-D13 for Dahan River. The distance to the sea of the flow track for each sampling site is indicate in parentheses (km).
The samplings of the lower region affected by tidal movement were conducted on a small boat during flood tide. Onsite measurement of water properties included temperature (°C ), conductivity (μs/cm), salinity (PSU), dissolved oxygen (mg/L), and pH scale by HORIBA U-50 and HACH sension 156 Multiparameter Meter portable instruments. Conductivity, temperature, and depth profile (CTD: SBE 19 plus SEACT PROFILER; SBE 18 pH sensor; SBE 43 Sea Bird Dissolved Oxygen Sensor) also used in the downstream areas with depths of more than 1 meter. In each sampling, water samples were collected to verify the biochemical oxygen demand (BOD 5 mg/L: standard method NIEA W510.55B), ammonia nitrogen (mg NH 3 -N/L: standard method NIEA W446.52C), and suspended solids (SS mg/L: standard method NIEA W210.57A). River pollution index (RPI) was composed by DO, SS, BOD 5 and ammonia nitrogen according to EPA Taiwan (Table A1) .
Biological Sampling
Different collection methods were used for sampling of benthic invertebrates depending on the river substrate. On the upstream river bed, we used a Surber net to collect the epifauna living on the rocks and coarse sand in shallow waters. Each sampling site collected 3-5 subsamples, each subsample covering 900 cm 2 . On the downstream river bed, we employed a Ponar dredge to collect 5-6 subsamples of epi-fauna and in-fauna living in the soft substrate under deep water. The grabbed substrate was screened by a No. 35 (500 μm) sieve to trap the benthic organisms. Each Ponar dredge subsample covered 17 × 25 cm 2 . All the raw materials sampled in the wild were stored in a jar and preserved under low temperature onsite. Samples collected in the wild were transferred to laboratory frozen below −20 °C . The frozen material was thawed at room temperature, the benthic organisms sorted under a stereo-microscope and the specimens preserved in 70% alcohol. The specimens were identified to the lowest taxonomic category, at least to the family level. The density of benthic organisms were standardized by cover area of the sampling tools. Five kinds of fish collection methods were utilized in our study. Fishing in the downstream area was on boat during the flood tide period where the water depth was more than 1 meter, and both gill nets and cast-nets were used at the same time. Gill nets were composed of three layers of different bar size, their bar on both sides were 25 cm and 7.5 cm in the middle. The bar size of the cast net was 2.5 cm, and the circular rim length was 4.5 meters. At the river mouth close to the sea, shrimp traps (collapsible shrimp traps, also called snake cage) used by local fisherman were also set overnight to catch the benthic fishes. The shrimp trap could catch the fish which were not easily caught by the gill net and cast-net. Electrofishing and shrimp traps were used in the upstream area to collect fish living on the rugged river bed. Electrofishing was conducted for 20 min, searching on 50 m along the river bed against the current in a zigzag track. The electrical power source was 12 V direct current (DC), and the discharge current was 110-150 V. The effected discharge field width of electrofishing was 1.5-2 m. The cast-net method was used on upstream riverbanks to catch fish living in deep pools and running water; the net size was the same as in the downstream area. Each upstream sampling site set six shrimp traps with pig liver and fermented soy bean cake as bait to attract fishes and shrimps. The shrimp traps were immersed in shallow water for 24 h before retrying. The fishes collected by different methods were identified to the species level. For some specimens we had to use genetic identification by the barcoding method.
The fishing effort was standardized in two ways. First, we sampled each station using the same effort (same duration of working period, same fishing gear and sampling area, etc.) each season. Secondly, we used a sampling area (cover area by net) and time consumption to be an indication to standardize the effort between each station. The electrofishing fishing efforts were standardized by total area of the electric discharge-affected field. The shrimp trap fishing effort was considered a single unit, and catch content only represented the species richness.
Community Structure Analysis and Biological Indexation
We employed canonical correlation analysis to describe the relationships between aquatic environmental factors and the structures of the biological community. We used two different strategies to analyze the community structure of benthic invertebrates and fish, and their relationships with aquatic environmental factors. The mobility of benthic invertebrates is low, so sampling sites revealed the pollution effects on location. We treated benthic invertebrate assemblages of each site as an independent data point, with all data points pooled together in analysis. The fish were mobile in the water mass, so water quality at a sampling site was more important than sampling location. The fish community analysis was based on the difference of water mass, upstream pure freshwater pooled as a unit and downstream area affected by tidal movement pooled as another unit. These biological taxa were included in canonical correlation analysis based on their abundance and distribution. Some taxa were eliminated in this analysis, when the taxon was only collected once and had less than two individuals. For each taxon, the abundance (x) was log normalized by log (x+1) to reduce the variations. The analysis was performed using the CANOCO 4.5 statistical program [31] .
For each sampling site, we use the Shannon-Weaver index information statistic to measure the diversity. The Shannon diversity index for real communities often falls between 1.5 and 3.5, with the higher the value, the greater the diversity. For the benthic invertebrate community, the Hilsenhoff Family biotic Index (FBI) [28] was derived based on the pollution tolerance value of each taxon. A higher FBI score indicated that the water quality was worse. The tolerance value of each taxon was modified from many authors' publications [32] [33] [34] [35] [36] , and adjusted according to the canonical correlation analysis results (details are provided in Table A2 ). The Biological Index (BI) of benthic invertebrate animals [9] was derived from the saprobic level of each taxon. A higher BI score indicated that the water quality was better. For the fish community, Index of Biotic Integrity (IBI) was derived from standardized catch data, and 10 ecological character items modified from Karr [30, 37, 38] were employed in our study. In our calculation, each item scored from 1 to 5 points, so the total score was 50 points to indicate the best water quality. The catch weight and percentage of abnormal individuals suggested by Karr was not evaluated in our IBI index. The catch weight could be very variable in our study, as some big fish might be thousands of times heavier than small fish. Abnormal fish were rare in this study based on our standards, and not easy to identify objectively in the wild. The pollution tolerance value of fishes was modified from the EPA Taiwan handbook and other author's reports [39] [40] [41] [42] [43] , and adjusted according to the results of canonical correlation analysis. The formulation and correlated categorization of water quality for FBI, BI and IBI is listed in Table A3 .
Results and Discussion
River Pollution Index
According to the river pollution index (RPI) of each sampling site in 2012, the most seriously impaired waters at flood tide period were located in a range of 10 to 35 km area relative to the river mouth as zero point (Figure 2 ). Based on the RPI ranking, this area corresponded to moderately impaired water most of the time and in some cases with severe pollution when the flow volume was small. In the lower part less than 10 km form the river mouth the pollution level decreased gradually and became negligible because of the massive sea water dilution effect. In the upper part of the river basin more than 35 km away, the pollution decreased gradually as it was more inside the mountain ranges with low human population. Upstream areas at distances greater than 50 km was lightly polluted or unimpaired most of the time. The 35 km flow track is also the upper limit of the tidal effect of the estuary, and most of the downstream retained water was moved back and forth between the 15-35 km range in a single tidal cycle. The polluted water could not be sent to sea by only a single tidal flow, and retained water in the fixed region between the 15-35 km range became more polluted by accumulating more pollutants. During the ebb tide, the most polluted waters would move downward to the sea. The volume of cleaning freshwater from upstream was the key factor determining the pollution level of the tide-affected area at ebb tide. Figure 2 . The RPI value of the Tanshui River system in 2012. The point marks indicate the mean of four seasons, red line was upper limit and black line was lower limit. RPI under 2 Non-impaired, RPI 2.0-3.0 Slightly impaired, RPI 3.1-6.0 moderately impaired, and RPI above 6 means severely impaired.
Species Richness and Distribution Pattern
From all the collections of 45 sampling sites in four surveys, 98 taxa of macroinvertebrates and 88 species of fishes were collected. The macroinvertebrates included 17 mollusk taxa, one ribbon worm (Nemertea) taxon, 10 annelid taxa, 24 crustacean taxa and 46 aquatic insect taxa. The downstream tide-affected region was dominated by mollusks and annelids without aquatic insects, except for some blood worms (larvae of nonbiting midges) we could find at the top of this region near the freshwater basin (X3, D4 and K6). The upstream freshwater water basin was dominated by diversified aquatic insects. The lowest diversity of benthic macroinvertebrate community among all sampling sites was found between the 15-35 km flow track length range, related to RPI distribution. In this region we could only find pollution tolerant species, and the Shannon-Weaver diversity index was mostly less than 0.5. Biological surveys of the Tanshui River and its related branches began after 1970, most studies focusing on lower part of the Keelung River and Tanshui River. The key investigation item was the fish ensemble and benthic invertebrates. According to the organized archives, survey results from 1980 to 2005 [44] , the fish species ensemble and benthic invertebrates of the lower region were severely affected by water pollution after 1980. According to the study of Houng and Hu [4] , 11 species of aquatic insects belonging to six orders could be found at X2 of Xindian River in 1974. In this study, sites X2 and X3 only plenty of blood worms could be found. The substrate of X2 and X3 is sandy or muddy without rocks and pebbles at present, which also differs from earlier times. The modification of the river bed that altered the substrate might also play some role on changing the distribution of aquatic insects.
In the past decades, sewage pollution input large amounts of detritus and nutrients into the Tanshui River. Primary production may increase as nutrients subsides in the estuary ecosystem without light limitation. According the study by Lin et al. [45] , the trophic structure of the polluted Tanshui River ecosystem was mostly supported by the detritus food chain not by primary production. Fish and invertebrate bottom feeders dominating the system feed on detritus particles on the river bed, with a lack of surface filter feeders and piscivorous fish. Primary production was limited by murky waters, which was caused by the abundant detritus particles and suspended solids (SS). Limited photosynthesis let unassimilated nutrients transported by river flow reach the coastal waters of the Taiwan Strait.
In 2012, the composition of the fish community could be roughly separated into two different spatial types, the estuarine community with 44 species and the freshwater community with 48 species. Some species that could migrate into the lower part of the freshwater basin and were included in the upstream freshwater community were Mugil cephalus, Oreochromis spp., Chanos chanos and Megalops cyprinoides. From river mouth to the lower part of the freshwater basin, the most common fish species were Mugil cephalus and Oreochromis spp., both of them with huge populations. Similar to the case of the invertebrate community, the lowest fish community diversity was also found between the 15-35 km range, with a Shannon-Weaver diversity index of less than 1 relative to other regions with an diversity index greater than 1. The Tanshui River had an important freshwater fishery and shipping industry before 1945 under Japanese rule. The most famous fishery production in the past was native sweet smelt (Plecoglossus altivelis) [46] . The hatchery ground of sweet smelt was at the historical Liu Gong irrigation canal connected to the Xindian River (now near Taiwan University at X2). After hatching, the larval sweet smelt were transported downstream to the Tanshui River mouth, and young fish would migrate upstream to the freshwater region to grow up. The sweet smelt population in Tanshui River decreased rapidly in the early 1900s. The major reason was overfishing, and they became extinct in the 1970s when water pollution cut off their migration route [47] . The Tanshui River canal silted up rapidly after 1945, and shipping and fishery activities were limited to a narrow region from Twa-tiu-tiann (site T10) to the river mouth. Invasive cichlid fishes (Oreochromis spp. and Tilapia spp.) dominated the downstream area of the river on the west side of Taiwan including the Tanshui River in 1970s [3] . Cichlids had a great impact on the native fish species and altered the fish community structure in many ways [47] .
The fish species richness of the Tanshui River reached its lowest point in the 1990s. The fish species richness has increased significantly recently, and the species record of the entire sampling region was more than 100 including the records in 2009 [48] . The freshwater fish species list of freshwater basin was similar to that of many decades ago, although some invasive species have become very common. The increase of species richness happened mostly in the estuarine region, the flow track from the river mouth to the less than 35 km area. Relative the historical records, the species richness of the estuary between 1998 and 2005 had no more than 20 species, 43 recorded species in 2009 [48] and we identified 44 species in this study.
The increase of fish species richness indicated more estuarine fish got adapted to pollution mitigated waters. During the flood tide period in 2012, planktivorous species and piscivorous species migrated into the river reaching sites T10 and K3 sometimes. The most common planktivorous fishes were Clupeidae, Engraulidae, Leiognathidae and other juvenile fish. The piscivorous fish include Lutijanus spp., Caranx spp. and Lateolabrax japonicas. The trophic level structure was more diversify than in 2007 as described by Lin et al. [45] . During the rainy season with low pollution levels, some planktonic larvae of catadromous fish or crustaceans also could cut across this region into the upstream freshwaters. The most important species was fat snout rock climbing gobies (Sicyopterus japonicas) and Japanese Mitten crab (Eriocheir japonicas), which were very common before the water was polluted. Recent records of fat snout rock climbing gobies were at the Xindian River (Byitan Bridge Station: Figure 1 , sampling site X4) in 2008 [48] , and it was also found in this study at the same site. Before 2008, around the Tanshui River basin there were no records of fat snout rock climbing gobies for at least for 40 years. A similar situation occurred with the Japanese Mitten crab, the latest record was this study, at the collection site on the Keelung River (Changan bridge station: Figure 1 , sampling site K7). Some other catadromous river shrimp Macrobrachium formosense, Macrobrachium jaopnicum and Macrobrachium austral were more easily found in the upstream freshwater, which was dominated by the land lock species Macrobrachium aspcrulum.
Community Structure and Environmental Factor Correlations
Seriously impaired water with low oxygen content and high ammonia nitrogen is a poor habitat for aquatic animals. The sedentary benthic animals could not accommodate the pollution waters in the short term and have no way of avoidance, so the succession of the community mostly depends on the pollution levels. The community structure of benthic macroinvertebrates was well correlated to environmental factors in this study. The taxa-environment factor correlations (r) for factor 1 and factor 2 were 0.88 and 0.68, respectively, even the taxa abundance between each sampling with large variation (Table 1 ). The distribution of taxa and factors loading on the plan of factors 1 and 2 is illustrated in Figure 3 . Most aquatic insects were distributed at the low salinity water which had higher DO and lower SS, BOD 5 and ammonia nitrogen content. In the estuary with saline water could find limited taxa which were tolerant of pollution. The effects of key pollution factors SS, BOD 5 and ammonia nitrogen were similar way and correlated with the distribution of limited high pollution tolerant taxa. The temperature indication also fit to the group with higher temperature in the downstream polluted area with low DO, and the cumulative percentage variance of species-environment relation for first and second factor combinations was 64%.
The distribution of aquatic insects depended on substrate types and DO in waters. The substrate of upstream river bed was rugged, with rocks and pebbles, and the aeration by many small falls on rocks increases the DO in water. Impaired water of the downstream area with high content of BOD 5 and ammonia nitrogen kept the DO at low levels by consuming oxygen continuously. The sandy or muddy substrates under deep water lack aeration effects unlike the upstream areas, and there was not enough oxygen for the survival of aquatic insects. Table A2 . The abbreviations overlapped in dense groupings in the center of figure are relist in the square box.
Fish move continuously to locate the best aquatic environment for surviving. In the downstream estuary community, the water salinity was affected by tidal mixing on different scales. The distribution of marine species in this area was restricted by salinity as the first factor. The upstream area without tidal effects was designated as a freshwater community without large scale salinity variations. In the upstream freshwater fish community, taxa abundance showed large variations between each sampling. The taxa-environment factor correlations (r) for factors 1 and 2 were 0.66 and 0.63, respectively, and the cumulative percentage variance of species-environment relation for first and second factor combinations was 65% ( Table 2 ). The distribution of taxa and factors loading on the plan of factor 1 and factor 2 is shown in Figure 4 . The effect of the pollution factor ammonia nitrogen was more independent than other factors, and combined with the effect of BOD 5 could group pollution tolerance of taxa living in the waters with lower DO. The other group was pollution intolerant taxa who lived in waters with higher DO and lower concentration of ammonia nitrogen and BOD 5 . The taxa abundance showed large variations between each sampling in the downstream area in the estuary. The taxa-environment factor correlations (r) for factor 1 and factor 2 were 0.86 and 0.79, respectively, and the cumulative percentage variance of species-environment relation for first and second factor combinations was 71% ( Table 2 ). The distribution of fish taxa mostly depended on tidal movement and salinity ( Figure 5 ). The effects of the pollution factors ammonia nitrogen content was stronger than BOD 5 , but it affected the community structure in a similar way. The groups of tolerant taxa could live in the waters with lower salinity, that indicates these fishes could migrate upstream and cross over seriously impaired waters into the freshwater region. Some fishes stayed in the upstream area and did not go out during ebb tide. The size of the effect of DO and BOD 5 on the downstream community was much smaller than in the upstream freshwater area. The flood tide dilution effects might be the major reason, as fishes moved up and down depending on the water quality and their individual tolerance. Table A2 .
The effect size of SS was only smaller than salinity and was in second place in the Tanshui River. Suspended solids can clog fish gills, either killing them or reducing their growth rate. Suspended solids also reduce light penetration. This reduces the ability of algae to produce food and oxygen. Most suspended solids in the Tanshui River were from anthropogenic sources with large scale increases being caused by heavy rains during the typhoon season. When the water slows down downstream, the silting of suspended sediments changes the river bed to muddy and flat. Truncation curved cut-off and canalization that altered the river physically might also affect the siltation process and location. According to Appleby and Scarratt [49] , estuary fish and shellfish survival in concentrations of SS under experimental conditions was varied and the limitations greater than those commonly observed in Nature. The SS concentration in the upstream area of the Tanshui River system was less than 25 (mg/L) usually, thus corresponding to unharmful conditions as suggested by Ward in 1992 [50] . Little siltation occurred in the upstream area, where the rapid flow very easily carried away SS. Table A2 .
Biological Indexation
Hissenhoff Family Biotic Index (FBI) and the Suisei Konchūgaku Biotic Index (BI) both indicated the same conditions for the benthic environment of the Tanshui River (Figures 6 and 7) . The benthic substrate environment of the tide-affected area (0-35 km flow track length) was still unfavorable for macroinvertebrates. The water quality of the Tanshui River system including the major branches had been assessed in 1979 by BI derived from benthic invertebrate assemblage [5] . The benthic substrate environment of the tide-affected area in 2012 was similar to that in 1979, and species richness and diversity was low at most of the sampling sites. The unfavorable benthic substrate conditions persist many years, and only limited high pollution tolerant species could colonize here. Even after pollution mitigation, the benthic substrates are still under anoxia conditions with high concentrations of organic carbon and other toxic materials [51] . Benthic invertebrates find it more difficult to recolonize than fish and other organisms living in waters that respond to water quality improvements. According to rapid the biological assessment charts study by Besley and Chessman [8] , benthic invertebrates recovered very slowly after the pollution source was eased 7 years ago in small streams in the Blue Mountains, Australia. Relative to the estuarine region, the substrate of the freshwater basin as indicated by the FBI and BI represent that the environment was more favorable for benthic invertebrates (Figures 6 and 7) . Aquatic insects were the key components of the benthic invertebrate community. The stone fly (Plecoptera) indicated that a well oxygenated habitat with running water and low temperature habitat could only be found at most upstream sampling sites. Mayfly (Ephemeroptera) and caddies fly (Trichoptera) were widely distributed in the freshwater basin, which could be a good indication of clean water. The aquatic insects also were key food items of fishes in the freshwater basin. The Index of Biotic Integrity (IBI) for the fish community indicated another scenario of pollution conditions. The distribution of IBI (Figure 8 ) was closely related to the RPI distribution (Figure 2) . Between the regions of track length 15 km to 35 km, the water quality was most unfavorable for fish in the Tanshui River. During flood tides, most low pollution tolerant estuarine species follow the rising sea water moving deep into the river, and reach the 15 Km track length. The higher pollution tolerant estuarine species could reach to the upper limit of tide-affected area (35 track length), and some species even moved into the freshwater in the short term. During the ebb tide, the entire lowland area region (track length less than 35 km) lacked the dilution by sea waters effect. When clean freshwater input from upstream was rare, the lowland area was a poor habitat for fish. The predicted RPI change by tidal movement in the Tanshui River by kriging analysis [52] also can be a good indication of fish community variation at a specific time and location of river. Above the 35 km track length, the variation of IBI was more significant than in the lower region. The variation might depend on the natural conditions of the different sampling sites. The most important effect was flow volume and flow rate of the river, which were determined by precipitation distribution. During the typhoon season, the large volume of freshwater could destroy the aquatic habitat entirely in the short term, also could create new habitats and decrease the concentration of anthropogenic pollutants of the entire water body by the dilution effect. Water quality indicated by fish assemblage was much better than for benthic invertebrates in this study. The results of canonical correlation analysis revealed that the assemblages of the two groups were influenced by different sets of environmental drivers. Weak concordance between fish and macroinvertebrates was also presented in other studies [53] [54] [55] [56] . The improvement of water quality did not result in an improvement of substrate habitat for benthic animals. The monitoring programs for the Tanshui River should still consider a multi-assemblage assessment rather than a single group of organisms. The same requirement is also required by the Water Framework Directive (WFD) of the European Union, using multimetric indices and multivariate statistical methods to uncover patterns in the taxonomical composition-related environmental variables [26] .
Conclusions
In Taipei City, like many other big cities in the world, urbanization, industrialization, and human population growth are causing serious environmental problems. The Tanshui River is the major river flowing through the city and has been severely polluted and its aquatic habitats destroyed in many ways. The rehabilitation of the Tanshui River after pollution levels decreased in recent years was a great achievement. Multivariate statistical analysis has uncovered the patterns in the taxonomical composition of invertebrates and fish related to the levels of water pollution. The effects of key pollution factors SS, BOD 5 and ammonia nitrogen were similar way and correlated with limited high pollution-tolerant taxa. Species tolerance values cited from references were adjusted according to the results of canonical correlation analysis.
Multimetric indices were derived from the benthic invertebrate and fish communities to represent the ecological status of the Tanshui River. The integrity of the fish community indicated by the IBI increased as water quality improved in all the Greater Taipei basin. Some planktonic larval stages of catadromous fish and crustaceans also could across the moderately polluted water into the freshwater region upstream and re-colonize their populations. The water quality improvement was achieving the same result for the benthic macroinvertebrate communities that rely on substrates. The benthic habitat indicated by FBI and BI is still very poor on the area with moderately polluted waters. Limited species could endure anoxic substrates with high concentrations of organic carbon and toxic substances. More work has to be done on substrate sludge cleaning or to speed up active decomposition, increasing the diversity and integrity of the benthic community.
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